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Compiled by Mike Lintern, with production help from  Wojtek Samoszuk                                            

 Armchair Driving words and pictures by Mike Collin s 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

���������	���
��
���������	���
��
���������	���
��
���������	���
��
� ���

������������������������������������������������� ���
�	���	�������������������� ��������!�"#��
�"����	����#�����	�	�	��$	�	%���
��"��$����	��
������#���	#�&$����	���	�#
�������������	���
��	���	����'������!�"#���	��	���$	������ �
���#"��������#
��"������	��$	�'�(�
�#�$�������
�	������������
�����)����*��&�����	�)#�����
�"#��$��	���	$������������'�

����"��������	������	$����	�����#�+"������� 	���
��"���	��#�$��#�	������,���	��)#���#�-�#�������
�	��$	�	%���
�$"�����##����	�����	���	�$	�"���
��	��./���	�#���
��"����)#��	00����'�1�#
����
�	#�2"#��������	������#� �"�������	���	����#�
�	��������	��#�����3// �� ��##"�'�����4�

������	���
�
5��	�������	���---��#�	���#�������
�66�
������!�"#���"����	����)#������	#������	��
������$��� ���)#��	"������������	��� ���$	���
��	�#����������0�	������ ����0	��#�� �&$����	��
�	�#�	���0	��#� ���#	���---���#����$����	#�	�
0�������$	�	%���'����������

&������$�� ���������#�� ��,	��	�����	��#��#�
�

����	#������������������#�����7���"	���� �
�	#����	�
�	���$	���� �"#�����)��������������	��
�"���������������������	��������"0����� ����'�

��$"#���	����	��$����	��#�"������	���$0"���8

��������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������	�����������	�����������	�����������	�� ���

��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������ �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������mike@americanautoparts 



 

 

F-series pickups thunder on as Number One 

 

America’s top-selling vehicle (car or truck) for an incredible 28 years in a row, that ubiquitous utility 
the Ford F-series, topped the sales charts one more time in January when it posted a 9.5 per cent 
increase over the same month last year, recording 27,630 buyers. The F-series range beat Chevy’s 
Silverado pickup into second place, sales of which dropped 5.1 per cent to 22,772 units compared to 
January 2009. The F-series has now been America’s best-selling truck for 33 years.                       
The gorgeous beast above is a 2010 SVT Raptor, Ford’s 5.4-litre, 320hp, street-legal off-roader 
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Chinese regulatory authorities have scuppered the planned $150 million sale by General Motors of its Hummer 
SUV brand to Sichuan Tengzhong Heavy Industrial Machine, reportedly because the vehicles’ gas-guzzling 
image does not fit with Beijing’s stated environmentally-friendly policies. This means the winding down of 
Hummer operations in the States, which has 153 dealers and employs more than 3,000 staff.     

GM says it is still open to other offers for the marquee, but with soaring Stateside gasoline prices annual sales 
have slid to less than 10,000 units compared with a peak of 71,524 in 2006.  
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It was in 1935, d uring The Great Depression, that Chevrolet rolled o ut their first Suburban Carryall 
designed to carry eight people plus luggage from a railroad station to their local (probably suburban)  
destination. Power came fro m the “all new” 80hp Blue Flame

Seventy- five years on, and Suburban is the longest
history. No other nameplate has been around longer without at least some time off, claims GM

To celebrate the Suburban’s 75 th birthday, GM came up with an Annive
February’s Chicago Auto Show. The new limited
“Cashmere” interior with embroidered headrests, 20
anniversary medallions on the C- pillar and steer
boasting three rows of seats, plus cargo space
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uring The Great Depression, that Chevrolet rolled o ut their first Suburban Carryall 
designed to carry eight people plus luggage from a railroad station to their local (probably suburban)  

m the “all new” 80hp Blue Flame  

five years on, and Suburban is the longest -running continually- produced model in US auto 
history. No other nameplate has been around longer without at least some time off, claims GM

 

birthday, GM came up with an Annive rsary Diamond Edition for 
Show. The new limited -production hauler gets White Diamond paint, 

“Cashmere” interior with embroidered headrests, 20 -inch chrome wheels, a roof rack and 75
pillar and steer ing wheel. Today’s Suburban continues its tradition of 

boasting three rows of seats, plus cargo space  
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Wow, talk about a dream holiday. Thursday flight ou t to Florida, cruise down to the beach for breakfas t 
on my Retro Rocket ride (above), and then hit Palm Beach raceway for two nights of side-by-side nitro 
action from the IHRA followed by Sunday at the Supe r Bowl. How ‘bout dem Saints? 

 What a start to a holiday! Now it’s time for the b each, to re-charge the batteries and top-up the tan  
before heading up to Daytona for Speed Weeks and th e Saturday night Bud Shootout.  A couple more 
days on the beach before more Daytona for the Gator ade Duels on Thursday; high speed heaven with 
the new rules. Then the fun really began.  A quick flight to LAX for three days of partying, beach bab es, 
and nitro heaven at the NHRA 50 th Winternationals, while soaking up the good ol’ Cal ifornia sunshine.  

 

Oh yeah, a dream start to my 2010 racing season, an d what a buzz, buzzzz, buzzzzzZZZZZ!  Whoa, I 
shook my head, but the cacophony stayed, then I ope ned my eyes to a gloomy south London morning 
peering in through my window. I’d been on a real dr eam holiday indeed! 

Like they say, would’ve, could’ve and should’ve. Oh  well, maybe next time.  For one thing, I’d forgott en 
to renew my passport!  Apart from anything else, I think there’d have been a few problems trying to 
pedal round Florida in that wee Radio Flyer which w as lodged in my mind when I awoke!  

So I guess it’s back to regular TV-style Armchair D riving for the 2010 season, which, thanks to new 
rules that will allow rides in the passenger seat f or Run What Y’ Brung fans at Santa Pod.  

As for me, well I was carrying passengers back in t he halcyon days of the Pod, as you can see below   
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The man was writing a piece on drag racing and want ed a ride so he’d know what it was all about! 
Having taken a few folks down track in stockers, it  was no problem, except the track was more than a 
little slippery! My pal Joe Rico, a drag racing US servicemen had loaned me his slightly-more-than-
stock Mustang. I launched almost gently, power shif ting early for a bit of sideways motion and clicked  
off an easy 16-second pass. Then I screwed up by te lling the guy, “I took it easy ‘cos I didn’t want t o 
scare you.” “Well, thanks, but I really need to fee l some power if I’m going to write about it,” he re plied. 

Problems, what problems? Well as you can see, the t rack was slick, with the Mustang getting out of 
shape as I powered off the start line. By second ge ar time we were close to full on sideways -– just k ick 
it and flick it, cowboy style!  

Yeehaw! The well set-up Mustang responded by almost  straightening up and we thundered down track 
with my passenger squirming in his seat and my mirr or showing a glazed look in his eyes!  

Back in the fire up road he finally let go of the s eat and started shaking his head. Slowly, colour ca me 
back to his face.  “Wow, that was too muckin’ fuch, ” he grinned.  

“Yeah right – now treble that feeling and you’ve go t an idea what a top fuel car would be like,” I off ered. 

 “No thanks Mike, that’s enough for me,” was his re sponse. 

 Actually, it was enough for me as the Mustang was fishtailing sideways for most of the quarter mile!   

Joe Rico? He’d been stood holding his girl friend’s  shoulders when I threw the power shift, with the c ar 
almost pointing straight at him! He may well have t rusted me with his Mustang but his finger nails sti ll 
drew blood on her skin!                                                                        Drag Racing & Hot Rod Magazine photo 



 

 

Mind you there’s little chance of that happening sh ould you take advantage of the new passenger ride 
scheme at Santa Pod Raceway during 2010 Run What Y’  Brung events. I guess the idea is that you can 
take your girlfriend or buddy down the track. Just pay ten pounds to sign on, and then you can stick 
your thumb out down by the start area and hope you get lucky with a wild ride!  

�

The P51 Mustang is known as the “Cadillac of the Sk ies” and won many polls as the greatest-ever 
fighter plane. It also achieved much fame as an air  racer, especially when flown by air-race ace Steve  
Hinton. Sadly my mind was in neutral when visiting the Planes of Fame museum in Chino, California. 
Mr Hinton was offering rides at a good price, but t here was a one hour wait and I allowed myself to be  
dragged away so we could go visit some girls. Defin itely a mistake, as that afternoon Steve Hinton was  
flying dogfights! Yep, I still kick myself when I s ee this photograph and recall the look of sheer awe  on 
the passenger’s face after his ride. Would’ve, coul d’ve and should’ve indeed!        Mike Collins photo 
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 Fans down in Florida saw their race season get off to a fabulous start as the IHRA opened their new 
2010 Nitro Jam series to record crowds at Palm Beac h International Raceway with the largest Friday 
crowd in the Association’s history.  Saturday night  was Standing Room Only – eat your heart out Sand 
Pod Raceway, where they’d give anything for that ty pe of crowd!   



 

 

  

Steve Nichols prepares to make a run at the Nitro Jam. He won Saturday’s Prostalgia Nitro Funny Car with a 
6.217 and 226.70 in the final to defeat Greg Jacobsmeyer, who ran a 6.235 at 228.73 

 
    

  

 

 

A big feature was the new 
Prostalgia Nitro Funny Car 
show, a line-up of with eight 
AA/FCs. They were part of 
the Nitro Jam Pro show 
which also had four Top 
Fuel cars and four injected 
nitro cars laying down side-
by-side thunder under the 
lights on both nights. 
Former IHRA champ Bruce 
Litton was king of the hill 
with a 4.615 at 321.73 

Bobby Lagana won Friday’s Top 
Fuel Final with 4.700 at 305.63mph. 
After three straight 300mph passes 
with consistent ETs, Lagana (far 
lane), won again the next night, 
beating 2009 champion Del Cox, 
with a troubled 6.339 at 136.52mph.  

Jet trucks have long been a staple of 
IHRA racing and here’s a matched pair - 
Shockwave versus Super Shockwave. 
Maybe the photo below show what a hole 
shot looks like when jet trucks race! 
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Yep, those wild high-speed machines will be joining  the Pro Show at the IHRA’s Mardi Gras Nitro Jam 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana next month. It’s probably  be booked-in show with a mix of blown and 
injected monsters and swoopy nitro oxide flyers ens uring plenty sideways action for fans 

On Friday, Greg Jacobsmeyer 
(nearest) won the first-ever 
Prostalgia Nitro Funny Car 
title over Jeff Diehl with a 
6.209 ET at 227.57mph  

 

Sportsman fans 
were treated to 
non-stop action 
during the daytime, 
while the big nitro 
cars came out at 
night. Ken Nelson’s 
amazing Cool Bus 
Fun System was 
also on hand to 
thrill fans with one 
of the ultimate 
wheelstanding fire 
works displays on 
the planet 

All Nitro Jam photos 
courtesy ihra.com 



 

 

 

  

 

When the fuelers weren’t running, fans drooled over  iconic front-engined cars like “TV” Tommy Ivo’s 
beautifully-replicated AA/FD – in warm So Cal sunsh ine  Tim Marshall photo courtesy dragracingonline.com 

More than just a drag race, 
the NHRA’s 50 th anniversary 
Winternats saw arguably the 
greatest-ever power-based 
car show --- the Golden 50 
Corral. The cars in this shot 
alone would’ve kept me 
happy for hours. And these 
iconic machines weren’t just 
there to be gawped at -– 
many fired-up during the 
weekend, and a few even 
made it down track for a 
mobile cackle fest  

Photo courtesy nhra.com 



 

 

  

The thought of nostalgia nitro fuel coupes racing s ide-by-side really gets the heart to beating. Maybe  it 
was only an eight car exhibition elimination, but L eah Pruett LeDuc made up for her Pomona Finals 
k’booms by driving Steve Plueger’s Mustang to a “a jaw dropping class, team, and career best” 5.70 at 
243mph pass. Not just lovely eyes, but she can driv e too. For the Bakersfield March Meet they’re 
expecting loads of nostalgia fuel coupes fighting t o be part of an awesome 32-car field – nitro nirvan a 
for sure!   Tim Marshall photos and quote courtesy dragracingonline.com  

With Euro racers Thomas Nataas and Andy Carter on h and, Pomona saw a full field of fuelers. Natass 
got his Andersen Racing dragster in the top half of  the field with a 3.844 at 310.34, but Andy could 
manage only 6.093 at 218.34 for 17  th place in his Garlits/ProCare RX dragster. The go od news is that 
NHRA pay that position  and maybe our man will have better luck in Arizona 

A big buzz on race day came during the semi-finals when Tony Schumacher bought the US Army car to 
the line to face arch rival Larry Dixon’s AJR / Al- Anabi Racing machine. The pair gave fans a race to 
remember; Dixon grabbed the lead, 0.068 to Schu’s 0 .085, and then both cars ran identical ETs and 
speeds - 3.836 at 317.05mph . That hole shot led to margin of victory of 0.0171!  These two teams will be 
at each other’s throats like this all season long a s the both chase the Championship. 

  

During the weekend, modern drag racing  ace Tony Schumacher stood shoulder-to-shoulder with  
legendary racing pioneer Chris “The Golden Greek” K aramasines long enough for Tim Marshall to 
shoot this portrait for Drag Racing Online. Karamas ines’ first pass of the year was a strong 3.99 and 
308mph -– not too shabby for an octogenarian!                          Auto Imagery nitro fire courtesy nhra.com  



 

 

 

Finals time, and Larry Dixon straps a holeshot on Do ug Kalitta, giving Alan Johnson and the Sheikh a 
leg up in the 2010 Top Fuel championship, which you  know is once again going to last all the way 
through to the Pomona finals in November                                 Finals photo courtesy Schumacheracing.com 

In Fuel Coupe, current Champ Robert Hight put his J FR Mustang on pole with a blistering 4.059 at 
312.86mph, matched by Al-Anabi Racing’s Del Worsham  (below left) with a 4.062 at 312.35. More nitro 
fire from “Fast” Jack Beckman who qualified the Val voline/MTS Charger mid-pack with stout 4.101 at 
310.91, then smoked ‘em against John Force in the s emis               Auto Imagery photos courtesy nhra.com 
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James Drew took this high-speed shot of John Force’ s winning pass for dragracingonline.com which 
shows the hole-shot keeping him ahead down-track. Y ou can almost feel the power, let alone smell it! 
Despite being quicker with a 4.123 to John Force’s 4.124, and running heaps faster at 305.08mph over 
the Castrol Mustang’s 298.67, Ron Capps’ 0.073 ligh t was beaten by Force’s 0.057. Just a blink of the 
eye perhaps to us mere mortals, but that’s a life-t ime in the lightning quick world of nitro-powered 
racing. Rumour has it that Capps’ NAPA Auto Parts C harger ran a genuine Chrysler hemi, whilst 
Force’s Castrol Mustang sported a similar genuine F ord product!  

� �

Drag racing giants: “Big Daddy” Don Garlits with su rely one of the ugliest machines he ever built, 
though it was fast!  And Chris “The Greek” Karamasi nes gets ready to cackle in his 204mph Chizler 

Phil Burgess Big Daddy photo courtesy nhra.com; Tim Marshall Golden Greek photo courtesy dragracingonline.com 

�

Sadly there was very little good news to come out o f the Arizona Nat’s, with 
a fatal accident to a spectator when a wheel broke free from a top fuel 
dragster. A pair of Pro Stock cars wrecked due to p oor track conditions. 
The event was also plagued with rain, ending on Mon day; Jack Beckman 
beat John Force in fuel coupe and Cory Mac won over  Doug Kalitta    



 

 

+�&� ���(���/�  ��0�$�1!������(��-�

 
 

 
 

  
=����#������"����	����"��"0�������	���������������� 	��� ����$������$ ���	���
��"����2"#������>�
=��	�� ����
#	��'�=&�����	��2"#��0����#������	�������#��"������ 
�����$"����������#������	���	������������	������#� �
������#���	����	��'=�(	���� ���
	���	����?	����� 	� #
������@	���	��	������	���@	���
	���	����;��
�����������(	�"��	�)#�?	����������	��'�& ���� ���#� ����#�5����������&��&��	��
�@	���	�#��00���"0����
?&(�&��	����	#�����������$	��������	������"���	��<- �	������������"��� �"�������#����	#����00���
���	�#0��������	�'�@	���	� ���#����A3 �� 
�����#	$��	#�;�$$���;���#����������3//4����������� �����������������������������
BC��#��#�#�$����  ��"����	����
������	�����#'�C���� 	�#�	�����	��������������������
D��	�������������0� ����#��� ����������������������������������������������
Quotes courtesy speedtv.com 

Wow that’s close! Thursday 
Cup action saw four-time 
NASCAR Cup champ Jimmie 
Johnson’s 48 car win his 
Gatorade Duel by inches (far 
left), then Kasey Kahne’s white 
Bud car was millimeters ahead 
of Tony Stewart to win the 
second Duel.  These wins put 
JJ and KK on the second row 
for the Daytona 500 

Speed Weeks is more than just 
the Daytona 500.  The weekend 
before, Kevin Harvick won his 
second straight Saturday night 
Bud Shootout. Mark Martin won 
seven poles last year and took 
another at the Daytona 500 with 
a 191.188mph lap to edge out 
team mate Dale Earnhardt Jr’s 
190.913 mph   
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Thousands of NASCAR fans packed the track for the D aytona 500 which, given the recent rule changes 
should’ve been a thrilling high-speed race. And it was, with plenty of three wide racing -– for 122 la ps! 

 

Tony Stewart was 
eventual winner, 
racking up his 15 th 
victory at Daytona! It 
was his third straight 
Nationwide race win at 
the track, his sixth in 
the series on restrictor-
plate superspeedways, 
tying Dale Earnhardt 
and Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
for the career lead 
Unless noted, all Daytona 
photos courtesy 
nascar.com 

Sadly, 122 laps into the 200 lap race a 
pot hole appeared on the inside of 
turn two – ooops! Let’s face it at 
200mph, especially when you’re 
racing side-by-side and nose-to-tail, 
the last thing you want in the way is a 
pot hole! At least for us armchair 
drivers it was easy – even if we did 
consume more than our usual amount 
of brew! 
John Harrelson Getty Images photo 
courtesy speedtv.com 
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Thankfully the Fox TV crew did a masterful job with  the time, using clips and talking with drivers and  
crew chiefs – but for the sport’s premier event it was a debacle. The pot hole, said to be around nine  
inches wide by 15 inches long by couple of inches d eep, was caused by heavier than usual rain, and 
oh-so-cold weather (for Florida), and obviously it couldn’t have been predicted.  But they would’ve 
been able to complete repairs a bit quicker if they ’d had the proper equipment to hand.  
The first red light lasted 102 minutes, then about 40 laps after the re-start the pot hole opened up 
again, even bigger! This time the safety teams used  Bondo, with jet dryers and acetylene torches to 
help the filler set. Some 46 minutes later the race  was under way again, but by then many fans had lef t. 
Certainly not how NASCAR wanted their first and mos t prestigious Cup race of the season to begin. 
 
That said, when the cars were out on the track the action was fast and furious. Thankfully, this time the 
fix held and fans witnessed thrilling stock car rac ing under the lights, with seven more lead changes 
and three more yellow flags for wrecks.  
 
The last caution came during a green-white-chequere d attempt which, under the old rules, would have 
given the win to Kevin Harvick. Not this time as ne w rules offer at least three attempts at a GWC fini sh. 
Although Harvick led from this re-start he was baul ked and Jamie McMurray sped ahead. Those fans 
who’d stayed, and us armchair drivers then got to s ee two laps of sheer magic as Dale Jr  drove from 
tenth to second, muscling his way through the middl e in a manner which would have made Dale Sr 
proud.  Greg Biffle was third in his Ford while Rob by Gordon and Jeff Gordon crashed coming to the 
finish.  Kurt Busch led the most laps in his Dodge but finished 23 rd while JJ broke an axle and came in 
35th.  Twenty seven cars ran the whole 520 miles to sta y on the lead lap. 
 
Afterwards, Dale Jr said, “It was all a blur.  I wa s just going wherever they weren't. I really don't enjoy 
being that aggressive. But if there was enough room  for the radiator to fit, you just kind of held the  gas 
down and prayed for the best. It was a lot of fun."  "I have no clue how he did it," crew chief Lance 
McGrew said. "Somehow he managed to find a hole whe re there wasn't a hole, and we wound up 
passing nine cars in two laps to finish second. Pre tty impressive!" Check it out at nascar.com  
 

 



 

 

Jamie and Chip celebrate winning the famed Harley E arl trophy. Chip Ganasssi now joins Roger 
Penske as the only team owners to win Daytona and I ndy 500s. McMurray proved how fit he was by 
carrying the huge, heavy trophy to his trailer more  than six hours and 520 miles after the green flag!  
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A star attraction at the track was NASCAR Hall of Fa me legend Junior Johnson’s Cup winning ’59 
Chevrolet, seen here in a shot by  Tom Jensen for speedtv.com.  
 
Johnson was Grand Marshall for the Daytona 500 and spoke those most famous words in motorsport, 
“Gentlemen start your engines.” 

 

 

       Wide open, side-by-side racing at Daytona, b ack in the day when cars which looked stock! 

         Photo courtesy espn.com 
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For you folks who are down-hearted that there’s no live NASCAR on Sky, take heart. Just tap in 
Justin.TV on your computer and you’ll get to see bo th Nationwide and Cup races live, and for free! 

For me the only down side is that my computer desk isn’t as comfortable as my armchair – but the 
sound and vision can be excellent, That said, the f irst time I tuned in to catch Danica race there wer e 
often bad communication breakdowns -  but it was st ill a great race.  

When the tour moved to California the show was TV q uality all the way and the racing was wild – 
especially the final 22 laps, when Jimmie Johnson w as driving his heart out to stay ahead of Kevin 
Harvick for the win. Sadly we have to survive all t he US commercials, but we do get to see Danica’s 
GoDaddy ads, or at least the sanitized USTV version s! Last night, for the first time ever, I was able to 

Talk about a dream machine. 
Even though it wouldn’t have 
got me far, it’s a wild ride! 
Check out the “cool retro 
styling” and that rocket 
emblem looks a treat!  For a 
toddler who’d like to play 
space pilot it’s got to be fun, 
especially with “Realistic 
Astronaut  and space 
sounds” (batteries included!) 
plus a "3.2.1 BLAST OFF!" 
feature to “put kids in the 
pilot’s seat” 

Don “The Snake” Prudhomme 
may have retired, but his 
amazing Hot Wheels rig, 
complete with ready-to-run 
‘Cuda AA/FC and spare 
engines, wowed fans at the 
NHRA’s Pomona Golden 50 
Corral. The outfit will soon be 
making waves on the auction 
circuit, but you should’ve 
started saving a lifetime ago, 
as this will be one expensive 
toy set!  Photo courtesy nhra.com 



 

 

watch NASCAR practice LIVE from Las Vegas (with Dan ica 22 nd quickest) at Justin.TV - the sound and 
vision was awesome, and FREE. Check it out and enjo y 

Armchair Driving is to continue, but my input will be a tad less than usual for a while. That said, next month I’m 
hoping to give you an exclusive look around my ol’ pal Texas Billy Richardson’s 1955 Bel Air Chevy which has 
been with him for more than thirty years. Let’s hope he sends the pix! 

All the way with Chevrolet 

 

For now, this is a shot of Billy’s  gorgeous 5-Fiver  which, following a six-year rebuild by his son 
Tommy won Best Custom on the prestigious ISCA World  of Wheels show circuit the first two times out.   

It must be great to win a trophy featuring a ’55 Ch evy with the real thing! Way to go guys. 



 

 

 

When American Autoparts’ chief mechanic Tony Gransd en’s working on a fired up, blown big block 
Chevy, even his colleague Sebas is allowed to stand  back and enjoy.  

This shot will be appearing on our workshop page so on, but I thought you might like to take a look at 
that might motor before the photo is shrunk to fit!  And why not, you can almost hear the big blown rat  
motor singing as Tony cranks it up!                                                                      Mike Collins photo 

 



 

 

 

Mortons, who recently purchased Classic American ma gazine, has just published this wonderful 
homage to one of the most beautiful planes ever bui lt the P51 Mustang. Part of a number of one-off 
publications focusing on special aircraft and event s, the series is available only at WH Smiths  
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Congratulations to Custom Car on, not only survivin g, but thriving through 40 colourful years since 
our own ML put forward the idea of this magazine ba ck in 1969. I must admit that we both had great 
pleasure producing features for CC during the past four decades and are very happy to raise a glass  
to all those who have contributed to making the len gthy journey possible. 

Not to forget those who entertained the mag’s diver se readership through its many changes, including 
Super CC and his sidekick Super Cecelia, seen below  in a shot I took at the Olympia Custom Car Show 
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Readers may recall seeing a shot of Super Cecelia a nd me getting cozy around a cup of coffee and 
Tom Hoover’s Showtime ‘vette taken at that same sho w. Super CC hisself obviously saw it back in the 
day ‘cos a year later he took vengeance when we met  up down at the Skewjack Surf ‘n cruise. 

 In fact he more than just attacked me…  
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He stole my roller skates! 



 

 

 

I’m proud my suggestion for this shot provided such  an amazing cover. Taken at American Autoparts, 
it is arguably the only 100 per cent LIVE cover eve r used by Custom Car. The look on the young ladies 
face is the result of having 750horsepower unleashe d ‘tween her gorgeous legs when Tony Gransden 
performed a full-on burn out for the camera. Here’s  to another 40 fabulous years CC! 
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When the 2011 Ford Focus hits the US showrooms this summer, it will be joined by a MercuryTracer 
built on the same platform and reintroducing the model name. The Tracers will offer a higher level of 
trim than the Focus, in the Mercury tradition   

America’s production of autos and parts jumped by a healthy 4.9 per cent in January, compared with 
last January’s total. The figure boosted the country’s overall industrial production figure for the month, 
which at 0.9 per cent exceeded economists’ estimates 

Negotiations for the sale of Saab by General Motors to Dutch exotic sports car maker Spyker were 
finally concluded Febroary 22. GM will continue to hold a minority interest  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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(With thanks to Classic American and Custom Car Mag azines, from where most dates have been taken)  

March 7  

National Street Rod Association Swap Meet, Arena, E ssex (Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

March 11-14 

National Hot Rod Association Gatornationals, Gaines ville Raceway, Florida (Click www.nhra.com ) 

March 27 

All-American Cruise-in and March Muscle Meet, 4pm, Ace Café, North Circular Road, Stonebridge, 
London NW10 7UD (Call 0208 9611000 or click www.ace-cafe-london.com )  

April 2  

Surrey Street Rodders Wheels Day, Rushmoor Arena, A 323 Fleet Road, Aldershot, Hants                 
(click www.surreystreetrodders.com ) 

April 2-5  

Easter Thunderball drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, near Wellingborough, Northants                                  
(Click www.santapod.com ) 

April 5  



 

 

Mustang Stampede, 4pm, Ace Café, North Circular Roa d, Stonebridge, London NW10 7UD                  
(Call 0208 961 1000 or click www.ace-cafe-london.com ) 

April 7 

Hot Rod Night, 6pm, Ace Café, North Circular Road, Stonebridge, London NW10 7UD                         
(Call 0208 961 1000 or click www.ace-cafe-london.com ) 

April 16-18  

American Auto Club International Spring Nationals, Billing Aquadrome, Northants  

April 23-25  

American Auto Club (UK) Spring Nationals, Victoria Farm, High Cross, near Lutterworth,                 
Leics LE17 5AU       (Call Richard on 0121 779 2562 ) 

April 24 

All-American Cruise-in and Chevy Special, Ace Café,  North Circular Road, Stonebridge,               
London NW10 7UD (Call 0208 961 1000 or www.ace-cafe-london.com ) 

May 30 

Chryslers at Brooklands Show, Brooklands Motor Muse um, Weybridge, Surrey                                   
(Call Derek on 0208 765 1381 or Ivor on 01296 73046 2) 

May 31 

AACGB American Vehicle Day, Capesthorne Hall, Maccl esfield, Cheshire, off the A34                         
(Call 01204 594266) 

Main Event drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, near Wel lingborough, Northants  (Click 
www.santapod.com ) 

June 4-6  

National Street Rod Association, Billing Fun Run, B illing Aquadrome, Northants                                
(Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

June 18-20  

American Auto Club International Summer Nationals, Billing Aquadrome, Northants  

Victory Wheelers South Coast Internationals, Nation al Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hants SO42 7ZN)                        
(Call 01590 612888 or click www.victorywheelers.co.uk  or www.beaulieu.co.uk ) 

June 20  

Summer Nationals drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, ne ar Wellingborough, Northants                                     
(Click www.santapod.com ) 

June 25-27  



 

 

National Street Rod Association Nostalgia Nationals , Shakespeare County Raceway,                  
Stratford-on-Avon, Warks (Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

American Auto Club (UK) Summer Nationals, Coombe Co untry Park, near Coventry CV3 2AB                     
(Call Richard on 0121 779 2562)  

July 2-4  

Goodwood Festival of Speed, Goodwood, Chichester, W est Sussex (provisional dates)                                  
(Call 01243 755058 or click www.goodwood.co.uk )  

July 8-10  

Power Big Meet, Vasteras, Sweden (Click www.bigmeet.com ) 

July 8-12  

Americana, The County Showground, Newark, Notts. Ca rs, trucks, bike and bands  (Call 01159 39059)  

July 23-25  

20th National Street Rod Association Hot Rod Supern ationals & European Street Rod Nationals,  

Old Warden Park, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire (Click www.nsra.org.uk ) 

July 30- August 1  

Mopar Muscle Club Euronationals, Santa Pod Raceway,  near Wellingborough, Northants                            
(Click www.moparnats.co.uk  or  www.santapod.com ) 

Hot Rod Hayride, Bisley, Surrey (Click www.hotrodhayride.com ) 

August 20-22  

American Auto Club International Autumn Nationals, Billing Aquadrome, Northants  

August 27-30  

National Association of Street Clubs, Street Rod Na tionals, Trinity Park, Ipswich                                          
(Click www.rodandcustom.co.uk ) 

September 9-12  

European Finals drag racing, Santa Pod Raceway, nea r Wellingborough, Northants (Click 
www.santapod.com ) 

September 17-19  

American Auto Club (UK) Autumn Nationals, Hatton Co untry World, near Warwick, CV35 8XA                     
(Call Richard on 0121 779 2562)  

National Street Rod Association Hot Rod Drags, Shak espeare County Raceway, Stratford-on-Avon, 
Warks (Click www.nsra.org.com ) 


